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CHILD’S HILL ALLOTMENT SOCIETY 
 

Minutes of Annual General meeting held on Sunday 26 June 2011 
in the Community Garden  (45 members present and one non-member) 

 
1. Apologies:  Michael Pharey, Brian and Zea Berry, Linda Stubbs, Anne Holtom, 

Heather McKay, Colin Burrell, Ian Fraser, David Lee, Rosie Coleman,  
 
2. Minutes of 2010 AGM agreed as a correct record, no matters arising 
 
3. Committee report: There are only 8 nominations to the committee so an election 

is not required.  More people are needed for the committee. The Society belongs 
to the Barnet Federation of Allotments and the Federation instigated a judicial 
review of the rent rise threat with the result that Barnet withdrew on the 
grounds of administrative error so the rents for 2012-13 cannot be increased.  
There was a vote of thanks to the Federation and the lawyers.   
The composting toilet project will be put on hold as funding will be a problem 
until self management is organised. 
The Water Supply will be kept under review; a water bill shows that water costs 
are more than £1K greater than the amount collected.  A plot holder reported 
that she sometimes finds no taps are available and people will not give her a 
turn.  It was suggested that plot holders should be reported to the committee if 
hoses are left on unattended.   
Barnet have restored the tarmac from the main gate to the car park, an effort 
will be made to get more done. 
Security – there have been a few break-ins to sheds, lawn mowers have been 
stolen, the gates must be kept closed.  There has been a problem with intrusion 
from a neighbour who cut down trees and shrubs on the boundary with the new 
flats.  An area on the west boundary also gives access.  It is recommended to 
grow pyracantha or brambles or to coat areas with axle grease to deter 
intruders. 
Alison Lawn is developing the new web site. 
Thanks to Bob Weston for organising the compost deliveries 
The committee report was approved.  

 
4. Lettings and plot inspections report:  Jane Bell reported that there 91 people on 

the waiting list 17 are from Barnet.  A plot holder asked if evicted people are 
from Barnet or not.  This information will be given after the meeting 

 
5. Treasurer’s report: There was formal approval of the accounts, Hushang Balyuzi 

proposed seconded by John Lankford and Jane Bell. 
 
6. Shop report:  Turnover and sales have increased; the shop takes an average of 

£78 per hour.  Wholesale prices have increased and profit is 4.5%.  There was a 
vote of thanks to Hushang Balyuzi for continuing to run the shop.  It was 
suggested that plot holders could all put in their order in January so that the 
shop would not need to be opened and manned throughout the growing 
seasons.  This was discussed but not thought to be useful. 

 
7. Committee proposals – no committee proposals 



 

 

 

 
8. Election of Officers and Committee for 2010/11:  The following were elected 

unopposed to the Committee: Richard Clerk, Martin Stevenson, John Lankford, 
Jane Bell, Hilary Burden, Hushang Balyuzi, Brie Roderick, Bob Weston.   

 
9. The future management of Barnet’s Allotments:  In June 2010 Barnet started 

about getting out of allotment management and for all sites to be self managed 
by April 2012.  In January 2011 at a meeting of all allotment societies it was 
clear that Barnet wanted to negotiate with separate sites but the consensus of 
the meeting was a refusal for this.  The council agreed to write to all societies 
asking if they want to be represented by the Federation.  In February 2011 we 
confirmed that Child’s Hill wanted to be represented by the Federation.  Some 
fast track sites may be completed by June.  In April a fast track workshop took 
place it included two already leased sites and Richard King from East Finchley, 
the Federation secretary, was also invited.   The council say they do not have 
the power to issue long leases and a 7 year lease would not need government 
approval.  There would be no restrictions on rents charged; other things to be 
considered are repairs, insurance, trees, appropriate constitution, inspections.  
In June there was a further workshop where draft leases, tenancy agreements 
and rules were made available by Barnet.  The lease was weighted to the 
council. 
The Federation will set up a drafting committee and it has been suggested that 
the fast track will negotiate for all.  

 
9. Any other business - none. A vote of thanks to the committee proposed by 

Lynette Pready 
 


